
Flu vaccinations 

There are some changes to the national flu vaccination 
campaign this autumn.  

 

Please continue reading for advance information about the 
four groups eligible for free NHS vaccinations.  

 

 



Over 65s 

(All patients who will be 65 or over by 31 March 2019) 
  

A new vaccine has been developed for people over 65 years of age. This is 
expected to provide more protection for this age group, but is currently 

licensed for people aged 65 or over only. 

  

Because this is a new vaccine, supplies are limited and will be delivered 
slightly later than usual. It will reach GP surgeries in three batches from the 

end of September through to November, so clinics for patients in this age 
group will be later in the year. However, as the flu virus does not usually 

start circulating before December/November, vaccinations should be early 
enough to be effective.  

 

NHS England suggests that we prioritise vaccinating those aged over 75 with 
the first of the three deliveries of this new flu vaccine. 



Aged 18 – 64 “at risk” 
 

Patients with medical conditions that may put them at risk of serious illness 
should they be infected by the flu virus will be offered the usual flu vaccine.  

 

This vaccine will be delivered in one batch in mid-September and 
consequently our first flu vaccination clinic will be for patients under 65, “at 

risk” only.  

 

Anyone aged over 65, should await the new vaccine which will 
give them better overall protection. 

 



Children under 2 “at risk” 
 

 

Children under 2, who have a chronic disease which puts them at risk of 
serious illness should they contract flu, will continue to receive a flu 

vaccination via an injection.  

 

This vaccine should arrive from the supplier in mid-September. 

 



Aged 3 – 17 “at risk” 
Patients aged 2- 3 (i.e. born between 1st Sept 2014 and 31 August 2016) and 
in an “at risk” category, will be offered vaccination via nasal spray. Deliveries 

of this vaccination are anticipated from early October. 
  

Children aged 4 – 9 (i.e. born between 1 Sept 2008 and 31 August 2014) 
should be given their flu vaccination at school. 

  
Children aged 10 – 17 inclusive, who are in the “at risk” category, will be 

offered vaccination via nasal spray. 
 

We shall update our website and surgery notice boards to 
provide more up to date information as it becomes available. 

 


